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Dicken* nod TbarkiTiiy both bnve re.
corded Hie entertainment (bat tbey
gllllird »Ybcn people who "ITC atttlOSl
perfect originals i>f tticlr character*
naked flu ni gravely It really the?
nir hud uiei Milch ereilt Urea nn the?
put tutu their im..¦*.«. Diekens,
especial"!?, never falle.I tu delight Iii
Incidents uf ihf*i nature.

The character of Mrs. Nlckleby I» our
of the most itrlklDg ciwci In poJitt
Tio Mr». Xtckleb} cut rcciiimli«
herself n» being even remotely like
the Mm. Meklcby »t "Nicholas
Nlckleby," Yet It has been slid that
there la n M is. Mi Moby In nearly
every famtl> I lie very nature <il
the Mrs. Meklcby* forbids «hn< fbej
ever aboulil recugnixe their picture.'
Their eharacterlkite is thoughtless
hnhhle. An they can hnrdly remem¬
ber from one day tu the other* or

one hour to tbe other, wtutt they
have aald, It In unite Impassible that
they should recognize their own type
of con vernation when they ace It.

It there 1» n Mrs, Mckleby In nearly
every family, there also I* :i llltle of
Mr«. Mckleby In every one of us.
Let u* eutch ourselves at time* when
conversation has become trivlnl, null
rte ahull have to admit that some of
our dlseuaslon* are unite us pretty a*
Sirs. Xlckleby's reminiscences of her
dear puPa's .suit cellars.

No doubt Mr*. Meklcby spake an slm-
ply and lo the point In her Bftiernl
conversation nn most ordinary per¬
sons do. Coarlcfl DlrUcns-,, descrip¬
tion of her apparently cvnKKerutc.s
her i but only apparently i because
he Isolates her elinrncterl-nle and

ludicrous remark*. The -Mrs. Xlcklc-
by» «onni we know In rent life are
not knovtn to us merely or mostly
by their (TrunilourH of loulr. We
know thrni not only us being magni¬
ficently ubsnrd, but n* living through
long Intervals or comntonplncc und
very dull Boulty.

MBS. NICKl.EISY'S greatest regret
after her husband died ruined,
-teas that he never would take

her advice, and that, !n fact. his.
thoughts Invariably wandered when-j
ever she epoke to him.

"I think I see him how!" Mrs. Nlckle.
by used to say, wiping her eyes. "Look-
Ing at me while 1 w-as talking to him
of his affairs, ns if his Ideas were In |
a state of perfect conglomeration! Any
body might have supposed thut 1 wal
confusing and distracting him. Instead
of making things plainer! Upon my
word, they would'. Boor, poor dear'
He never knew, till it was too Into,
what I would have had him do!"
This teas very true. Indeed, the de-

rc-ased gentleman had not arrived at
the knowledge when ha died. Mrs.
Klckleby remained to htm to his end,
what she was to ».11 her friends, a

lady of amazing powers for giving
advice that nobody could comprehend.
Only In one unfortunate case did Mr.

Klckleby understand her advico and
act on It. It was when she counseled
him to speculate a little,, because so
many people got wealthy In specula-1
tion, or. at any rate. If they failed. It',
was clear how easily they might have
becomo rich.

Wlhen Mr. Xlckleby's sjj^coulatkons
failed and ruined him, Mrs. Nlckleby
pointed sorrowfully but Inexorably to
the failure as the best possible proof
that he hadn't taken her advice about
It, for her advice certainly had not
fieen to lose money, but to gain it. Mis.
Nlekleby's remorseless logic gave Mr.
Klckleby a headache, from which (Judg-
Ing by .way-Vie held his h sad when¬
ever Mrs. Klckleby spoke to him, even
to the hour of his death) he- never
recovered.
After Mr. Nlckleby gave life ami

Mrs Nlckleby up together, the good
lady gathered the trifling sum that
remained to her after the creditors
got through, and traveled to London
with her nineteen-year-old son Nicho¬
las and his sister Kate, to throw her-
self Into the loving arms of hi r hits-'
band's rich brother, Mr. Ralph* N'ck-
leby.
Inasmuch as Mrs. Nlckleby never

had laid eyes on Mr. Ralph Nlckleby in
her lif-, nr.tl inasmuch as that gentle¬
man never had Indulged In any com¬
munication with ills brother since bCy-4)00d, Mrs. Nlekleby's dilution was her
only warrant for assuming that Mr.
Ralph Nlckleby had such an expenÜ'vc
possession us .. pair of 1 ivlnj! arms.
As a matter of fa t, Mr, ItalphNlekleby's arms wtr< loving onlj whenIhfey wore extended to gather Iii money..As to his heart, Mere Is fv'ery reason

to believe (with only tin theories' uf
anatomy to deny It) ti.:,t it was .

cash-box of extra solid iron.
The cash b.-.x throbbed with stormy

rage when Is .. kindred tumbled
in on hi hi. ills irst motloii wa>- lo
bundle th.-m back again. III« second
was to glv< Mrs. S'lekleby .«Id sue
in a genteel alihsi m .. where he hailInfluence. Prudence restrained him.
Mr. Nlckleby was a money-tender, deal¬ing with aristocratic clients, ami ho
decided with .unwilling wrath, that It
would be why to provide for his rela¬tives, as promptly and economically
SS possible.
He used his Influence (Mr. Nlcklebyhad a great deal oi secret 'influencewith curious peopti to obtain for

Nicholas a posit n .» tutor with Mr.
PVackford Squeets iprletoi and
principle of Dotht-u ys iliill, a sem¬
inary of refined Ii ... ( aether with
elevated home influences. In York
Mr. Squc-era contru ted to pay his
new assistant iiv* pa hi Is salary a yc.,f.besides endowing him with board ami
lodging and the societ; 'anillyThe Nlckleby« were a llttln Inclined
to cavil at the a ho . .. lalary;but Mr. Nlckleby i (.pealed to Mrs.
Nlckleby as a woman oi the .vorid, a
politic measure which .. . Mrs Nlckle¬by at once to reviewing all the affairs
In her life and the life of her friend*
axd remote aco.ualntan es that had
gone wrosv-g because her advice was
not taken. Having concluded tl s re
troapoet, she pronounced herself as
being of Mr. Ralph Nlckleby'» opinion
that the situation presented r mag¬
nificent opening whose possibilities
hardly poub' be eetlmatod,
Her worldly Shrewdness survival!

even her right of Mr. Bqueers, Mr.
Bqueera had only n:)o eye. but It nindi
hd for iu lack of numbers bv bclni

a l'ttle more vlllnlnoun than the full
complement of most eyes could be. It
was un appropriate eye, for It gleamedfish-Ilka out it face that was ever
mure villainous than the eye.

Mrs. Nlckleby succeeded so well In
swallowing Mr. Squeers that before h.-
and Nicholas wen- well on their way
to Yorkshire, she pictured her son as
relurnlnit to accept n position as head
master "f VVestmiiisl»r School.
As soon as Nicholas was out of the

way, kindly old uncle llalph used his
Influence with Mrs Mantalint, a fash-
ionuble dressmaker, to get Kut: a posi¬
tion its milliner's assistant. Kate hud
hoped to und a position as teacher,
.md Mrs. Nlckleby had shared the hope
s.. fur that she had. already, pictured
the school's proprietor as entering the
estate of wldowerhood und making
Kate bis second wife. Mrs. Nlckleby'a
first idea of a milliner cotijur.d up
persons whom she had seen on the
Streets carrying wicker baskets lined
with black jilskln. A timely refer¬
ence by ltulph to hit mental acumen
us a woman of the world dispelled
this Image In favor ot a larg-i house,
at the We.-t End, a neat private car¬
riage and a bank book.
Before llalph had quite finished
Hpeuklng, site saw herself living with
i:. : .laughter, of "Mantallnl and Nick
leby," In u mansion on the same street
with the house of her son. the head
master if Westminster.
Unfortunately, Mrs Mantatlili failed-,

and Mrs. Nlckleby told Kate that, as
she had said again and again, a dress¬
making business was the last to which
she should have attached herself. Sin.
was too generous to make it a re¬
proach to her daughter, but she did
f.-ol constrained to »ay that if Kate
had consulted her mother, things would
have been different.

.Mrs Nlckleby considered the affair
In all its minutest bearings till a new
ipenlng gave h»r a new subject. Kate
found a position as companion to n
Mrs. Wltitterly, who was very nearlyin society. It was the very thing thnt
she always had advised, cried M«S.
Nlckleby.

"Don't you remomber hearing your
papa speak," asked she, "of the young
lady who was daughter to the old lady
who boarded In the same house that
he boarded In once when lie was a
bachelor.what was her namo again.'
1 know It begun with a B. and end.d
with n g. but whether It was Waters
or.no. It couldn't have been that either
.but whatever her name was, that
young lady went as companion to a
married lady who died soon aft irward,
and sho married the husband and had
one of tho ilnrsl little boys ever seen;
and all within eighteen months."

Mrs. Wltitterly was graciously pleas¬ed to engage Miss Nlckleby after
boo and Mr. Wltitterly bad explainedthat Mrs. Wltitterly was suffering from
too much soul and needed immense
consideration. On the way home. ..its.
Nit klcby expressed her fear that the
lady was wearing herself out, anil be¬
fore they entered their own door shj
was Irving to decide whether sin;
would have the two pair back of Mr.
Wltltterly's house for her bedroom or
the three-pair front. She adjusted Hu¬
maner at last by deciding to have It
to her son-tn-law.
Poor Mr. Wltitterly, however, soon

was east aside as Mrs. Nlckleby's son-
in-law, and uhe wondered that he could
have dared to aspire to such a position,
even In her thoughts. Sir Mulberry
Hawk and Lord Vertaopht, two ot
Ralph's clients whom he was ruining
with great profit to himself, pursued
Kalo; und as she would have nothing
to do with them, they laid seige to
the mother.

Mrs. Nlckleby nodded to herself with
deep understanding of Kate's coyness,
nnd considered it a very good sign
Indeed. She was much impressed with
Sir Mulberry. Both sir Mulberry und,Lord Verlaopht had superlative clothes,
superlative whisgkers and superlaltvi
airs of thi: world, but Sir Mulberry who
was plucking Lord Verisopht very pa¬
tiently and thoroughly) had been on
the town longer and was correspond¬ingly skilful In paying court to Mr*
Nlckleby.

,Mrs. Nlckleby dispatched the cere¬
mony of marriage promptly in hei
mind, to the Very wedding notice: "On
Tuesday last, at St. fieorge's, Hanover-
Square, by the Itlght Reverend the
Bishop of Uandaff, Sir Mulberry Hawk
of Mulberry Castle. North Wales, to
Catherine, only daughter of the late
Nicholas Nlckleby, Esquire, of Devon¬
shire." With the same facility of or¬
iginal discovery with which she had
invented the castle, she pictured tho
lonK train of honors and distinctions
which Would accompany Kate and I'.t-r-
si-!f in their brilliant sphere. On the
anniversary of her birth, which was
;;t ten minutes past three o'clock on the
morning of the nineteenth f .Inly
sir Mulberry would give a meat feast
fi his tenants and return them all
lim e and n ' halt p< r cent, n the
amount of their rent, .is would be des¬
cribed fully In the fashionable Intel¬ligence. Kate's picture would appear.In at lean half a'dozen Ladies' Annals,and on the opposite page would appear,in delicate type, "Lines oh Contempla¬ting the I'm trait of Lady MulberryHawk. By Sir Dlngleby Dabber."

Annual of comprehensive designwould probably contain also a portraitof the mother of Lady Mil.berry Hawk
With lines ),;.- the father >t Sir Dingle-by Habbel. Less Interesting portraitshud appeared, r.dlccted Mrs. Nlckleby.With hi r native foresight, sho plan¬ned every detail of her noble son-th¬aw's household Her penetration saw
readily through lor daughter Kate's

v p.- n ol loathing and contempt
.¦ the noble mul;. and reminded her

n y ol in-! o»yn maiden shyness when
young Rentieman made stich love to

net In church that he had to be car¬ried out, screaming and struggling bybis heurtlcfcs adult relatives.While .';; was still arranging theminor iti m* in Mulberry Castle, her
sun Nicholas arrived in Ixmdon afterhaving given h most tremendous thrash¬ing to that worthy and one-eyed ptd-n goguc, Mr Wackford Squecrs. Hereached London just in time to lenrnof sir Mulberry, and lie dntroyod hismother's practical and excellent plansfor the future by giving n still riibratremendous licking to that virtuousanti eligible nobleman.
Then he i" k Kate away fra-r. MrsWltitterly and hurried with her tohis mother's house to tell her thatthey must cast off forever the usurerllalph. who had thus exposed his .-.< :p-less niece to Insult for his own .mer¬

cenary purposts.
"Hear, dearl" nobbed Mrs. Nlckleby."To think that' Sir Mulberry Hawkshould be s ich nn abandoned wretch,when I was thinking every day howeasily he could get you a good g->v-ernmtht place- as his brother-ln-IawlTheri sra such very good placet) tobe got about the court. There w*-,H.nt friend of ours (Mian CrnpUy atKxeter, hiy dear Kate), hi had oho,und I khow that It was the enl.f ;i.riof his duty to woitr silk stockings,Now was it M1«m Cropley? No, ||couldn't have bo«n. Uqt that doesn't

XL-Mrs. Nickleby; Dickens's Most Ludicrous Character.
niter tl^e point. And now to think
that it should come to this.oh, dJur!"
Shi wept pltcously. Then her practi¬
cal mind asserted Itself again, and
she showed her unpractical children
a way to smooth It all over. "Why,"
said she triumphantly, "why don't you
ask your Uncle Nicholas, that he
means by It?"
She crie<l again when they declned

to take her advice, and said It was
enough to kill any one. Fortunately.when they deposited her In a coach f)
take her to a house Nicholas h'ld Tinted
she lost a shilling in the straw, and
this occupied her attention and con- |

had to consider, too, tho necessity of
repeating the gentleman's advances]courtcousy, and without hurting his'
feelings too rmicll, or driving him to
dsspair. Mrs. Nlckleby pictured him:
as doing something rash to himself, jand she know bliat she never could bo I
happy again In such a dire case.

.She felt moved to confide in Nicholas,
NlckOJaa felt moved to exclnlm lmpetu-
OUSly against the gentleman's Impu¬
dence, but ho stopped short when he'
beheld the expression of plncid trnumph jthat came into his mother's face. !["'.lie must be n very weak and foolish
parson," said Mrs. Nlckleby. At least.

partly to Kate and partly as soliloquy.
During Lhelr course the suitor evinced
a very irreverent degree of Inatten¬
tion, and suddenly ut thalr end, stood
on one leg und bellowed most tear¬
fully.
grasped from behind and he was pulled
down. Ills pluce was taken by his
captor, who touched his hat. and
apologized lo the ladles, explaining
that he was a lunatic. "And a good
deal pi Rasanter out of his senses, he Is
than he was In!" said the man. "Ho
was the cruelast. wickedest, oiit-nnd-
outerest old Hint that ever drawed

"Suddenly »tood on our Ivg nnd bellowed most fearfully."
versatlon until they reached tholr new
home, where she became busy arrang¬
ing the fanifl'.y possessions and reas-
sumlng lu r dignified place as the man¬
ager who had guided the family suc¬
cessfully through their troubles with
the designing British nobility.
Her faith in her wisdom and sa¬

gacity was restored entirely when Nich¬
olas obtained an excellent posit-on soon
afterwards with the firm of Chcery-
hle Brothers. For a while, she had
the weakness of falling Into a faint
when any one- happened to utter tiny
word, however innocent, 'that sattnded
at all like "Hawk" or tha names of
his distinguished friends. She ex-!
plained that tainting was n weakness
of her family. Iler mother, sht said,
used to faint away on the slightest
provocation. Once, as she turned a
corner, she ran against tier heirdresset
who was escaping from a bear, and the
suddenness of the encounter actually
made her faint on tin- spot, "bet too
In; sure, though,'' said Mrs. Nlckleby,
considering conscientiously, after she
had told this story, "Was It her hair¬
dresser who had escaped from a bear
that she ran Into, or was It a bear
who escaped from her hair-dresser?
1 declare I can't remember just now,
but tin air dr sset1 was a very hand-
.'aim;, mau. I know, and quite a gentle¬
man In his manners; so tha: It has
nothing to do with She point of the
story."
Soon the severed aristocratic connec¬

tion took its place with the other
prodigious stun of experiences that
i . r memory contained, and si,- Mul¬
berry retired gracefully to Join her
recoil) etlons of the hackney coach (or
a »-Ii .riot i that had a long number
beginning with nought und end¬
ing with a nine, that had a broken win¬
dow that gave in r a cold; and how sh -.
once i-uied o cold (not that cold, but
another one) by immersing cither her
head of her feet (she could not rs-
mim'.ier wt: h .¦.v.vpt that on second
thoughts It must have been her feotj
for twenty urn.>::es every night In a
ration of hot water with a pound of
»nlt am) six pennyworth of bran In It
.hat wns in eighteen hundred and
«ävente« n, si.<- remembered, far she
ised if first the ray nft:r Crrlstmaa
il ih i; year, and by the middle of April

_ rollowinc the cold was gone.
With prosperity smiling on them,

¦here was every reasoii why Mrs. Nick-
by should have been left to the sc-

..!:. and untroubled enjoyment of the
successful point to which olte had
n .g >t her family. But sho wns
loomed to be confronted with the trou-
iles of oth.-rs. Scarcely had she set-
le down to the ontemplatlon of her
ron's distinguished future as s great

idon merchant, leading possibly to
self being tv-,; mother of the I/»rd

' yor .! London some day, wh n a
renth man livli g next door 'oegnn to

her attentlsns, His first ntlvnnces
were delicate but unmistakable.
:'' tossed -:t t'mbers and vgetnble
marrows out of his back garden In-
thern.
Me ».. confusion overc.vins Mrs.kleby, und she felt he ws« blant-
." f ¦'" -iMtMlon, HUH, bringHie extremely reasonable woman that

lid not deny chsi ther*wa« something flattering In this simple,I frank expression of his feelings. She

I suppose other people would considerhtm go. Of course. I can't be expectedto express any opinion on that point,
especially after always defending' your
poor dear papa whin other peopleblamed him for making proposals to
me.

"Ther-> can he no daubt," continued
.Mrs. Nickleby. "that he is a gentleman
and has the manners of a gentleman,though he do.is wear smalls and gray
worsted stockings. That may be ec¬
centricity, or he may be proud ,-'

legs. I don't see why he should n'.l
be. The Prince Regent «"-s "r«ud of
his legs: and so was Uanial Lambert
who was also a fat man: he was proudof hja legs. So was Miss Biffin: she
was.no." Mrs. Nlckleby corrected her¬
self. "I think she ihad only toes. But
the- principle i.-, the same."
Having finished adjusting her night¬

cap. Mrs. Nlckleby retired, after Nicho¬
las had promised to see that the tbsurdold idiot stopped his foolishness. "I
don't see that, at all," Mrs. Nlcklebycommuned with herself. "It's -hopeless
on his part, certainly; but why he
Should be an absurd old Idiot, I confess
I don't see."
Soon aft. rward the old -onllemnn

prov -d conclusively to Mrs. Nlcklebythat he was not an absorb old idiot.Me appeared suddenly on the top of the
garden wail, following a shower of
small vegetables. With a languishing
look, he kif.se i .'-Is finger lips and ad¬
dressed he:- as the Queen of his soul.
Mrs. Nlckleby whlsp red to Kate, who
was with her |n the garden, to be quiet.]and said to the gentleman with a mod-
¦.st smile: "Pray, go away!"

'Are you a princess?" inquired the
old gentleman with great anxiety. "Or,niece to the Commissioners of Paving?
or daughter-in-law to the Lord Mayor'
and Court of Common Council?"
"Whoever has snr^ad such reborts,«'r" said Mrs. Nlckleby with d'gnlty.

"tins tak in a great liberty with my
name, and one which. I am sure, my

-i Nie' olas would not allow for an
Instant The Idea! Niece to the. Com¬
missioners of Paving!"

"Pray, msma. come away!" whls-
pered Kate, frightened.

"That's Jurl the way!" complained
Mrs. Nlckleby with proper indignation.
"If they had said that I was niece to
a piping bullfinch, what would you
care!"
"He mine! Bo mine!" exclaimed the

old gentleman
"Kute." sa|d sim. Nlckleby, "It Is

necccssary for the hnpplnrss of oil par¬
ties that this matter thould be set nl
rest forever." Fixing her pyii modest-
ly on the ground, she thanked the
gentlemnn for his flattering propor.nl.
but told him r'nnt she had mad* up her
ml.nc to remain a widow, "You may
not m'.Tintd that I run the moth'r of
two chlMrfti," said she. "Tndnod, many
people have doubted It. But it Is fie
core, nnd they are both grown up. As
to my bning vnnm enouirh to marry
agnln. that perhaps may bo so, or It may
not bo; but I «ild 1 never would, nnd
I never will, It's a vary painful thing
lo have lo rejrol proposals and 1 would
muoh rather nnnn worn made; nt the
same lima thin is the answer thai i
determined long ago to make, and thu
Is fha auswar (hat I always shall give."

Mrs, NleUlnhy nddrnssod llusa rn-''marlcs partly to the. old gentleman.

breath!" With which confession of
faith the ke?por withdrew.

Mrs. Nlckl</:>y had regarded the man
with u cevere and steady look. When
he dlsapeared. she said: "Shameful!
Shameful! It's some plot of these people
to possess themselves Of his property,
lie may be a little odd and flighty,perhaps; many of us are that; but mail!
And express himself, as he does, re¬
spectfully and in poeotlc language!
And making offers with So much
thought, and care, and prudence.not
as if he ran into Ihe streets, and went

down on his knees to the first chit of
a girl he met, es a madman would!
No, no. Kate, my dear, there's a greatdeal too much method In his madness,
depend on that, my dear!"

Mrs. Nlokioby's children did not|share her suspicion nnd anxiety with
that finlal sympathy which ehe had tho
right to expect. She was forced to
bury In her bosom her fear that her ri'
fusat might. Indeed, huvo driven the
old gentleman to extromltlcs.
This fear was Justified soon In a

dramatic and melancholy way. One!
evening when they had guests, «trango
noises began to Issue from tho chimney
Gradually the noises resolved them¬
selves Into a highly melancholy chant,
much muffled and otherwise affected
by soot, but still rendering quite plain-
ly the touohing Bong: "Has she then
failed In her truth, the boautlful maid
I udorc?"
"Youngo Prank CheoTyhlo, ono of the]gueste, reached up the chimney and

pulled hard at a pair of legs dangling
In It. With a clatter and roor the old
gentleman from next door came'
floundering down.
"Stay !" said Mrs. Nlckleby to her I

astonished guests before they could luy
hands on him. She drew herself up and
looked around with a kind of bashful
statollness, "This gentleman will un¬
derstand me whep I tell him that I re¬
peat the answer I gave him the other
day, thotlKh I believe him to be sin¬
cere when I find him placing himself
In such dreadful situations on my ac¬
count. 1 am obliged to him. very much
obliged to htm, but 1 cannot listen to
his addresses for u moment."
The gentleman, whoso nose and

cheeks were embellished with large
patches of soot, honored Mrs. Nlcklebywith a long stare, usd .'.sked her If she
had finished. Laughing heartily, he,gratified his hearers with a most me¬
lodious bellow.
Mrs. Nlckleby shook her head at her

guests, to lntlmato that there was noth¬
ing at all In this except a slight de¬
gree of eccentricity. Hut It liapjx'ii »d
that Miss La Creevy, one of the guests,
and a lady fully as old as Mrs. Nlckleby
and not nearly so young In looks, at
Mrs. Nlckleby often had observed, got
into the old gentleman's view when
he was In tho very act of bellowing.
Instantly lie began kissing bis hand
and cried: "I see her now. I see her
now! My love, my lif;. my bride, my jpeerless beauty:" .

Mrs. Nlckleby was disconcerted for |
only a moment. Recovering her sane
common Sense Immediately, she nodded i
to all around her. and frowned, nnd
smiled gravely, giving them to under¬
stand that she saw where the mistake!
was.

"I am sure." she said advani ing to
the old gentleman, "that It's u great
relief, under such trying circumstances,
lo have anybody else mistaken for me
.a Very great relief; und It's a cir¬
cumstance that never occurred before,
though I have several times been nils-
taken for my daughter Kate. I have
no doubt the people were very foolish,but still they did tako me fur her
However. In this Instance, of course,
i should do exceedingly wro-ig if i
suffered anybody to be made uncom-
fortable on my account. Therefore I
think It my duty to tell tho gentli
man that 1 am the lady who. he was
told b>' some Impertinent person, was
niece to the Council of Paving Stoni s;nnd I do beg and entreat or him to
do quietly away', If It's only," here Airs.
Nlckleby hesitated shyly, "for MY
sake!"
To Airs. Nlekleby's horrified, shock¬

ed amazement, the old gentleman, In¬
stead of returning n suitable and cour¬
teous rep|y to this touching!)' delicate
appeal, stared at her with rolling eyes

[nnd replied loudly: "AvaUnt! Cat!"
"Sir!" cried Mrs. Nlckleby. in a

faint tone.
"Catl" repeated the old gentleman

obligingly. "Puss: Tabby; Brindie!
Whoosh!"

Mrs. Nlckleby wasted neither time
nor words, but fainted away at once.

"I shall never forgive myself, never!"
said she when she returned to con¬
sciousness after the gentleman had
been led away. "You saw what lie
was the other day. You see what he Is
now. 1 told your brother. Kate, that
I hoped disappointment might tiot lie
too much for him. You see what a
wreck he Is. You have heard the
dreadful nonsense he has been guilty
of to-night, and the manner In which

ho has gono on w'th that unfortunateold maid. Well! If I am tho unfor¬tunate cause or this I have tho satis¬faction of knowing that I am not toblame. If the matter had only beenproperly taken up' first, as 1 wishedIt to bo! Hut you both arc so llkoyour poor pupa'."
Gradually Mrs. Nlckleby schooledherself to take comfort In the knowl¬edge that It won another case InWhich her sound Judgment and dis¬creet counsel had been neglected reek-lesMy. In time the little old gentle¬man took his pluce with those otherInnumerable Important incidents of¦Mrs. Nlckleby's career, such as thoexact position and appearance of acertain pair of salt cellars In herfather's bouse, and the exact numberof steps that one bad to take to getInto the garden from the little store¬room lu her own old bouse, and Mr.VVatkinS, who said that Kate was thofinest child he ever saw (she remem¬bered that Incident particularly be-cause Mr. Watklns borrowed twentypounds from Mr. Nlckleby that same,day and never paid II back); and thoextraordinary fact that once. On avisit, t Stratford, she dreamed ofShakespeare.
She succeeded In forgiving her chil¬dren for having plunged the obi gen¬tleman Into maddening despair; andshe would have forgiven even Miss LaCrcoyy had that shameless spinster notbecome engaged, altogether to Mrs.Nlckleby's ustonlshmeut, to a finoyoung boy of sixty uliij was one ofthe Cheeryhle Brothers' establishment;This, .-aid Mrs. Nlckleby Justly, wassomething that she could not over¬look.
.She would say nothing against thoman, except that he was the weakestand most foolish man she ever knew."Hut." declared Mrs. Nlckleby, morngrieved than angry, "that he shouldhave gone and offered himself to awoman who must be.ah! half as oldagain as I am.anil that she shouldhave- «]are«l to accept him! It don'tsignify, Kate; but I'm disgusted w«th>her!"
And ever after that Mrs. N'cklcbyconducted herHelf toward her friendIn a stately and distant manner, de¬signed to mnrk her sense of the Im¬propriety of her conduct, and to sig¬nify her extreme and cutting disappro¬bation of the misdemeanor she hadcommitted so flagrantly.(Copyrlgh I91J. by .1. W. MuUer.)

BRISTOL
(Special to Tu, TImCs-Dispateh.)Bristol, Va.. April . A large num¬ber of fi lends attended the recital inI ho V M. C A. auditorium here onMOnda) evening by Miss Lillian ttheaHunter, the talented daughter of Mr.aii.l.MiH.lt <. Hunter, of Johnson City.The event attracted much attention,for the reason that Miss Hunt« r waseducated in music her- before goingto New York, wher«- she has sincebeen studying under Professor Fred¬erick Mai tin. a tint'.! vacallst. MISSHunter is an artist in the best senseof that term. While In Bristol showas a pupil of the late Professor .le-rotnu Ilanshue, of Virginia IntermontCollege, Luring her stay In Bristolthis time she was the guest of Mr.alol Mrs. Samuel M. Vance.A dance was given at the Elk*'Home, on Shelby Street, on Mondas*evening in honor of Mi*s PaulinoCody, a bride-elect, who 1« now .Mrs.Hcbb. a large number of the youngsociety set participated; and the af¬fair proved a brilliant one.Mrs. Charmlnn nn(| KatherlneThomas, daughti r of Mrs. EmmaThomas, are lure from MHIIgah, Tonn.,being tin- guests o( their grandmothor.Mis K.H.. Hamilton. HavltiR graduatedIn music irom Mllltgan College last

year, they have -in. e been taking a
post course under Professor Samuel T.Schroetter, of Virginia Intermont Col¬lege,

Mr. and Mrs. .1. L. Davis and litt!«
sou, itobert. hove returned fromVVythovlllC, wlnre thoy spent u fewdavs with Mr. Dnvls's mother.
Mrs Ellen Preston and Miss Hill

Preston, aft.r a visit to Bristol rela¬
tives, have returned to Ablngdon.Mr.- J. lt. KKid |s at home, after a
visit of s. v. ra! weeks to relativ« 3 In
Ohio an,] West Virginia,
Ur ,loe Delanoy, of Uozeman. Mon¬

tana. Is here on a visit to his former
home.

, .Mrs. l ord, after a visit to her daugh¬
ter. Mrs P. S. Barnes. Oil Hill Street,has returned to her home In Lynch-
burg.

...Mr. and Mrs. Robert Franklin Arm¬
strong have recently come her... from
New VOrk to make Bristol their home.
Mrs Armstrong was formerly of Knox-
Vllle, and was reared at "Bleak
House." on the Kingston Pike.

WARRENTON
(Special to The Times-Dispatch.)
Warrenton, Va., April JT..Mrs Wil¬

liam C. Hives bus returned from a
stay or sevral days in Philadelphiawith Mr. und Mrs. F. I. MaUle.

Mr. and Mrs. Frank G. Evans, Mr.
slid Mrs. Richard fool:. Mr. and Mrs.
.1 Glenn Cook, .1. «'.Lim ".'00k. Jr., Mr.
und Mrs. G raffln Cook. Dr. and Mrs..leffrbs Buck. Miss Agnes Almes Hess,and the Misses Walter, of Baltimore,
were in WdrrentOn for the Cook-
Fletchi r wedding, which took place on
Thursday.
Mr and Mrs. «'an oll Wcgemann, of

Washington, were visitors t<> Warren¬
ton this week.

,Mr. and Mrs. .lohn Latham, of Rich-
mond. are the guests of Mr. and Mrs,.lohn It. Turner.

Mrs- VY. W. Williamson. M'sses Net¬
tle Curtis. Linie b. Robertson. Nan
Chamberlain, Elisabeth Bashaw, of.tho
Warrenton Presbyterian Church: Mrs.
E VY Brown. Of the Beab ton Ghutvh.
left on Tuesdny for Leesburg. where
thev go as delegates to the Woman s
Missionary Society, in session there.
These delegates will be the guests of
Charles Janhey. ¦., , r,Mrs W Q. Trow and children letl
on Tuesday for Washington, whore
thev will be »he guests of Mrs. Trow a
mother for several weeks.
Commander and Mrs. George

Pettlnglll and Master H. ori;,-. jr., .who
have beert the guests of Mrs. Hamilton,
have returned to Philadelphia, after
several weeks in Warrenton.
Mrs Hnttnn and Miss Hattan. ot

Canada who have also been guests at
Mrs. Hamlltonn, left this week for
their home.

,F W. Smith, n brother of Colonel
Thomas Smith. Is spending some lime
In Warrenton, after an absence of
mnnv years. Colonel Thomas Smith is
also'In Warrenton for some lime.
Mrs Hose Turner has r< turned from

a vl«it to North Carolina und is the
guest of Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Strother.
Miss Corbin, of New York State, is

the guest of Mrs. W. N. Collins.
Ml«s Annie Horner has returned to

Warrenton for the summer months,
lifter an absence of some time spent
<n Philadelphia and New York.
Miss Rucker. of Alexandria county.

Teas 'n recent guest of Rev. and Mrs.
V II. Council.

, , ,Ml-s Louln MnrkeB and Miss Huldnh
Holmes, of Washington. 11. C., spent
.he past week-end with Miss Theodosla
Mnikell. "

, .;'Lieutenant William F.bcrly, L. S. S.
Mayflower, was a recent vistor to
Warrenton. -1 .C Fairfax Oalnes is at "Paradiso,
nfter nn nbsence of several months.
Miss Elisabeth Wilbur. D. D.. Dodge

Mid Paymaster Little. TT. S N., are the
sursis'of Mrs. Filler In Phllade pnln

Ml4m Frances Wade, of Maryland. 1«
the guest of Miss Kitty Belt nt her
homo on Culpoper Street.
Mrs. .lames Maxhelmer and Master

Cbestor have roturnert home, after a
visit to Mrs. llupp In Baltimore.
Mr and Mrs, P. If, Thomas have re-,tu'vnod to Wurrenton for tho summer."iler worldly ¦lirowdn*>» aurvlvod oven her «Iaht of Mr. SaaecM."


